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TN THE CT, ATMS 

Claims 1-55. (cancele d) , — 

56. (currently amended) A method of making an on-line purchase by a given registered user 
wherein a database stores identifiers of registered users and a value of a parameter assigned to 
each registered user, and wherein the given user has a client device, the method comprising the 
steps of 

ontpnrting an order response f or an on-line purchase to the client device of the given 
registered user in response to an order request for the on-line purchase, rece i ving an order rece i p t 
response from an on-line m e rchan t for an on-line purchase by t he given registered user, the order 
receipt response including an amount needed to pay for the on-line purchase; 

checking querying t he da t abase to determine the a value of the parameter assigned to the 
given registered user and stored in the database, the vahie of the parameter corresponding to the 
frequency of accessing messages relating to the on-line purchase; 

if t he assigned value is at least as much as the needed amoun t , th e n t ransmi t ting a 
payment acceptance response to thereby approve the purchase authoriza t ion request from the on- 
line merchan t 

modifying said amount needed to pay for the on-line purchase acco rding to subtracting 
the needed amoun t from the value of the parameter assigned to the given registered user ; and 
outputting a purchase notice with the modified amount needed to pay. 

57. (currently amended) The method of making an on-line purchase by a give n registered 
user of claim 56, further comprising: 

storing in the database information about a credit card account of the given registered 
user, the information including a credit card number and credit card expiration date; 

wherein if the assigned value of the parameter is less than the needed amount, then using 
a conversion of the parameter to an actual currency to charge the credit card account of the given 
registered user an amount of actual currency equal to the difference between the assigned value 
of the parameter and the needed amount. 

58. (currently amended) The method of making an on-line purchase by a given registered 
use of claim 56, further comprising 

storing in the database information about a bank account of the given registered user, the 
information including an account number; 
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wherein if the assigned value of the parameter is less than the needed amount, then using 
a conversion of the parameter to an actual currency to transfer from the bank account of the given 
registered user an amount of actual currency equal to the difference between the assigned value 
of the parameter and the needed amount. 

59. (currently amended) The method of making an on-line purchase by a give n registered 
user of claim 56, further comprising, in response to the client device of the given registered user 
performing a first predefined on-line action, increasing the value of the parameter assigned to the 
given registered user by a first predefined amount. 

60. (currently amended) The method of making an on-line purchase by a give n registered 
user of claim 59, further comprising the step of , in response to the client device of the given 
registered user performing a second predefined on-line action, increasing the value of the 
parameter assigned to the given registered user by a second predefined amount, wherein the first 
predefined amount is different than the semnd first predefined amount. 

61. (currently amended) The method of making an on-line purchase by a give n registered 
user of claim 59* wherein the predefined on-line action comprises displaying a particular on-line 
advertisement. 

62. (currently amended) The method of making an on-line purchase by a give n registered 
user of claim 59* wherein the predefined on-line action comprises the user using the client device 
to respond to the display of a particular on-line advertisement. 

63. (currently amended) The method of making an on-line purchase by a give n registered 
user of claim 59* wherein the predefined on-line action comprises displaying a particular on-line 
message. 



Claims 64-71. (canceled) 



72. (new) The method of making an on-line purchase by a given registered user of claim 
56, further comprising: 

if the assigned value of the parameter is at least as much as the needed amount, then 
transmitting a payment acceptance response to thereby approve a purchase authorization request. 



